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HIGHER EDUCATION SYMPOSIUM

Wednesday, 24.08.2016 Partner
17:00–18:30 ERWIN-SCHRÖDINGER-SAAL DEBATE

University Autonomy and Theologies. An Ambivalent 
Relationship Waiting to be Enlightened 
Universitätsautonomie und Theologien. Zu einem (un)aufge-
klärten Spannungsverhältnis
UNIVERSITY FORUM – ORGANISED BY UNIVERSITIES AUSTRIA

SIMULTANEOUS TRANSLATION

Theologies are firmly established disciplines of higher education despite an episte-
mological difference to other disciplines which can reach open or even serendipitous 
cognitive results. With regard to the recruitment of academic staff, theologies have an 
exceptional status due to canonical norms.

Die Theologien sind Teil des universitären Fächerkanons und stehen in einem epistemologi-
schen Spannungsverhältnis zu anderen Disziplinen, die bei ihren Erkenntnisprozessen völlig 
autonom sind. Die Universität ist bei Berufungen für diese Fächer an diverse kirchenrechtli-
che Vorgaben gebunden

Carla Amina Baghajati Spokesperson, Islamic Religious Community of Austria; Supervisor for Islamic 
Education at Grammar Schools in Vienna; Lecturer, Islamic Religion-Educational 
Academy, Vienna

Heinz Faßmann Professor for Applied Geography, Spatial Research and Spatial Planning and Vice 
Rector for Research and International Relations, University of Vienna

Oliver Henhapel Head, Office of Churches and Religions, Austrian Federal Chancellery, Vienna
Wolfgang Palaver Professor and Dean, School of Catholic Theology, University of Innsbruck
Martin Rothgangel Professor of Religious Education, Dean of the Faculty of Protestant Theology, 

University of Vienna
Heinrich Schmidinger Rector, Paris-Lodron-University Salzburg

Chair Andrea Braidt Vice Rector for Art and Research, Academy of Fine Arts Vienna

Wednesday, 24.08.2016 Partner
17:05–18:30 LIECHTENSTEIN-HAYEK-SAAL WORKING GROUP

Digital Natives as Saviours of the European Idea of the 
Enlightenment? 
Sind Studierende der Netzgeneration die Rettung der euro-
päischen Idee der Aufklärung?
IN COOPERATION WITH HOCHSCHULNETZWERK “BILDUNG DURCH VERANTWORTUNG”

GERMAN LANGUAGE

While public discourse regarding the current refugee situation is focused on the re-
establishment of borders, students embark on new paths towards their dissolution: 
using digital media, they create freely accessible education and integration services – in 
accordance with the spirit of the European Enlightenment.

Während in der öffentlichen Debatte zur Flüchtlingssituation vermehrt die Rückkehr von 
Grenzen gefordert wird, gehen Studierende neue Wege der Entgrenzung: Mit den Mitteln 
digitaler Medien schaffen sie frei zugängliche Bildungs- und Integrationsangebote – ganz 
im Sinne der europäischen Aufklärung.

Introduction Thomas Sporer Expert, Social Commitment and Innovation, Catholic University, Eichstätt-Ingolstadt
Marie-Therese Fleis-
chhacker

Stellvertretende Vorsitzende, Bundesvertretung der Österreichischen Hoch-
schüler_innenschaft, Wien

Daniel Kehne Founder and Chief Executive Officer, Tür an Tür – Digital Factory gGmbH, Augsburg
Harald Mahrer State Secretary, Austrian Federal Ministry of Science, Research and Economy, Vienna
Sonja Puntscher Riekmann Vice President, European Forum Alpbach, Vienna; Head and Professor, Salzburg 

Centre of European Union Studies, Paris-Lodron-University Salzburg
Tom Schmidt Co-Initiator, Refugees as Guest Students, Leuphana University Lüneburg
Vincent Zimmer Co-Founder, Kiron Open Higher Education gGmbH, Berlin

Chair Winfried Kretschmer Chefredakteur und Geschäftsführer, changeX, Erding


